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City of Elko  ) 

County of Elko ) 

State of Nevada )     SS August 25, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elko, State of Nevada met for a regular meeting beginning 

at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 25, 2020.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the meeting was held 

via GoTo Webinar. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 This meeting was called to order by Mayor Reece Keener.  He stated the agenda 

for this meeting has been posted for this date and time in accordance with State of Nevada 

Emergency Directive 006.  The public can participate by phone, tablet, laptop, or computer by 

registering with the Goto Webinar link provided in the agenda.  Questions can be sent to 

cityclerk@elkocitynv.gov. 

  

ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Present: Reece Keener  

  

Council Present: Councilwoman Mandy Simons 

   Councilman Robert Schmidtlein 

Councilman Chip Stone  

   Councilman Bill Hance 

 

City Staff Present: Curtis Calder, City Manager 

   Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

   Candi Quilici, Accounting Manager 

   Jan Baum, Financial Services Director 

   Dale Johnson, Utilities Director 

   Bob Thibault, Civil Engineer 

   James Wiley, Parks and Recreation Director 

   Cathy Laughlin, City Planner 

   Jim Foster, Airport Manager 

   Matt Griego, Fire Chief 

   Jack Snyder, Deputy Fire Chief 

Dave Stanton, City Attorney 

Ty Trouten, Police Chief 

Diann Byington, Recording Secretary 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. Comments may be made through 

mailto:cityclerk@elkocitynv.gov
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GoToMeeting.com, or by calling (775) 777-0590, or email comments to: 

cityclerk@elkocitynv.gov.  ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: July 23, 2020   Special Session 

     August 11, 2020  Regular Session 

 

The minutes were approved by general consent. 

 

I. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible approval of a Utility and Drainage Easement 

Deed and acceptance of the dedication of a public utility and drainage easement on 

a portion of an adjacent private property (001-610-047) associated with the 

development of the previously approved Mountain View Townhomes subdivision, 

and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

The nearest connection point to the sewer within N. 5th Street is located just south 

of the Mountain View Townhome subdivision. To minimize the amount of 

disturbance to the asphalt, the utility plan for the subdivision was designed to run a 

portion of the sewer line through a small portion of the adjacent parcel to the south. 

Therefore, a public utility easement is required between the City of Elko and North 

Fifth Commercial Center, LLC, the owner of adjacent parcel. This easement will 

also accommodate for surface drainage moving from N. 5th Street through North 

Fifth Commercial Center, LLC’s property, ultimately draining to Mountain City 

Park. MR 

 

B. Ratification of revision No. one (1) to Amendment No. one, (1) to the contract dated 

February 26, 2019 between Jviation, Inc., and the City of Elko, Nevada, and matters 

related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

This item is to amend the current contract between the City of Elko and Jviation, 

Inc. Jviation contract revision no. 1 to amendment #1 will cover fees associated 

with Airport Improvement Project AIP 50 Pavement Preservation and 

Rehabilitation of Runway of Airfield Services. The FAA has approved this request. 

JF 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Hance, to accept 

the Consent Agenda items. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

II.  APPROPRIATIONS 

 

A. Review and possible approval of Warrants, and matters related thereto. FOR 

POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

mailto:cityclerk@elkocitynv.gov
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** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve the general warrants. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

B. Review and possible approval of Fiscal Year 2020 General Warrants, and matters 

related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

approve the Fiscal Year 2020 general warrants.    

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

C. Review and possible approval of Print n’ Copy Warrants, and matters related 

thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

approve Print ‘N Copy warrants.  

The motion passed.  (4-0 Mayor Keener abstained.) 

 

III. RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

 

B. Review, consideration, and possible approval of Resolution No. 22-20, a resolution 

providing for the transfer of appropriations between accounts within the City of 

Elko 2019/2020 Fiscal Budget pursuant to N.R.S. 354.598005, and matters related 

thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

This is the annual year-end housekeeping item to transfer funds between functions, 

and funds as required to fund all budgetary changes that occurred during the fiscal 

year. These are the final transfers for the June 30, 2020 Year.  JB 

 

Jan Baum, Financial Services Director, explained since this agenda was posted, she made some 

changes to the spreadsheet.  She had emailed out the corrected spreadsheet with the changes 

highlighted (Exhibit “A”). 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve Resolution No. 22-20, a resolution providing for the transfer of appropriations 

between accounts within the City of Elko 2019/2020 Fiscal Budget, pursuant to NRS 

354.598005, with the additional transfers of $85,000 that were not included in the packet. 

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

    

IV. PETITIONS, APPEALS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible action to initiate an amendment to the City of 

Elko district boundaries, specifically a portion of APN 001-01R-001, 

approximately 2,800 sq. ft., removing the PQP-Public, Quasi-Public Zoning 

District and replacing with the LI- Light Industrial Zoning District, and matters 

related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
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Elko City Code Section 3-2-21 allows the City Council to initiate on its own motion 

a change to the district boundaries. The City of Elko owns the parcel and is 

proposing to sell the small portion of the parcel proposed in this zone amendment 

to Anthem Broadband of Nevada, LLC. This amendment, initiated by the City 

Council, if approved, will he heard as a public hearing by the Planning 

Commission. CL 

 

Cathy Laughlin, City Manager, explained the request.  If approved, this will go to the Planning 

Commission for a public hearing and then it will come back to Council. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilman Schmidtlein, to 

initiate an amendment to the City of Elko district boundaries and direct staff to commence 

the zone amendment process by referring the matter to the Planning Commission.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

B. Review, consideration, and possible approval of the annual Rides and Rods Special 

Event Permit, Park Permit, Street Closure, and special event liquor license, and 

matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Rides and Rods is requesting to have the annual event in the City Park. They have 

included what measures they are taking related to COVID-19. At the time of the 

application, Elko County is in the “red zone” regarding COVID-19 and the 

Governor’s directive 027 does not allow bars that do not serve food and drinks 

cannot be served from a bar top, and caps the number of people at events at 50. KW 

 

Councilman Stone disclosed that he is a vendor at the event but he has no connection to the event 

organizers.   

 

Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk, explained the reason this was brought to Council is because it is a 

street closure.  If the City were to deny it based on the Governor’s Directives, the applicant would 

have a right to appeal that to City Council.  There would not be enough time to do that so she 

brought it to City Council.  According to Directive 027, bars that do not serve food cannot be open, 

and you cannot serve from a bar top.  Directive 024 states that you cannot have gatherings of 50 

or more people.  Every applicant is asking what makes this different from the Stampede.  She tells 

them that at the time of the Stampede, the bars were not closed and we were not in the Red Zone.  

Directive 027 could change by Thursday if the State accepts the County’s plan.  The applicant is 

online to answer questions. 

 

Stormy Remington stated they do the car show every year but this year will be a little different.  

They will set up at the Convention Center for registration.  There will be markings on the floor to 

show people where they can stand and remain 6 feet apart.  They decided to do the awards outside.  

She put together an event health and safety guidelines.  There will be masks and hand sanitizers 

available.  If participants and visitors don’t feel good they are asked to stay home.  Everything but 

the registration will be outside.  There are a lot of pre-registers already.  There will be port-a-

potties and teams that will keep them clean.  There are people coming from everywhere for this.  
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This can bring in business to the local businesses.  They have quite a few vendors and they are all 

aware of the health and safety guidelines everyone has to follow.  The VFW has always done the 

liquor at the show.  This year they are proposing La Fiesta coming in. 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, said there are a lot of things going on with the State Task Force.  The 

County is working with the State closely to resubmit an assessment plan.  Based on that, things 

can change Thursday but they may not either.  Regardless of whether they change or not, according 

to the Directives, we will be at Phase 2 at a minimum.  If we are at Phase 2 that limits public 

gatherings, either public or private, either on public or private property, to no more than 50 people. 

This particular application says there will be 3,000 attendees.  Given that, he doesn’t see how an 

event this large can comply with the Directives.  That would probably explain why special events 

in Washoe County have been canceled.  That, unfortunately, is what we are up against.  He has 

been to this event several times and he likes it, but 3,000 people (or even half that amount), the 

maximum that we see under the emergency directives that they can approve would be events of 50 

or less.   

 

Matt McCarty, Chair Elko Convention Visitor Authority Board of Directors, stated he was there 

to speak to this agenda item and item IV.D.  The ECVA has approved fund requests from the Rides 

and Rods and the bull riding event.  The Board discussed the safety measures that both 

organizations have planned.  Additional discussion centered on the importance of allowing events 

an opportunity to show that with proper protocol community events can be successful.  The 

situation is shifting regularly and our community is under scrutiny, but he also feels that only in 

demonstrating responsible behavior will we be able to move forward towards easing restrictions.  

He encouraged Council to allow these events to proceed and find a way so we can still allow these 

events move forward so the Elko Community can be a good place to recreate and have fun.   

 

Mayor Keener said his main concern about this is the liability issue.  If the City permits and event 

like this, it is his understanding that our insurer will not cover us if there were to be some type of 

incident. He asked Curtis Calder if that was the case. 

 

Mr. Calder answered he didn’t believe that they said there won’t be any coverage but there will 

have to be a coverage determination and it would be in doubt.  It is something that should be 

considered in any decision.  He thought above and beyond that, the City Council has entered into 

a contract with the State of Nevada, agreeing to comply with all of the directives with regard to 

the CARES Act Funding.  That contract document has been executed and is in force.  

 

Ms. Remington added that they have their own insurance. 

 

Dave Stanton, City Attorney, said it was his understanding that the POOL/PACT coverage does 

not include communicable diseases.   

 

Mayor Keener asked Ms. Remington if she has pursued having this event on private property, such 

as at the Red Lion.  That way it would completely take the local government and the City out of 

the mix.   

 

Ms. Remington answered they will try that angle. 
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Mayor Keener said the park is the preferred place to have this.  He called for public comment 

without a response. 

 

Councilman Stone asked Mr. Stanton if they were to get their own insurance that would cover the 

City as an additional insured… 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said that is already required.  They have to have a million dollar insurance naming 

the City as an additional insured. 

 

Councilman Stone asked if we give them authorization to do this event, we would be covered 

under that insurance as well.  Or if we need to increase that… 

 

Mr. Stanton said it is his understanding that it is very difficult, if not impossible, to get coverage 

for communicable diseases. 

 

Councilman Stone said that seems to be the only thing we are worried about right now.  Let’s say 

someone drives a car off Idaho Street and crashes into somebody.  That is their liability.  We don’t 

have a liability other than the communicable disease.  If they are insuring the entire event against 

all liabilities, we are okay as he understands. 

 

Mr. Stanton said liability insurance policies typically have exclusions from coverage and 

communicable diseases are excluded from nearly all insurance policies of that type.  

 

Councilman Stone wondered if we are going to require everybody that ever has an event from here 

to eternity, to have a policy that covers if they get the COVID.  That isn’t realistic. 

 

Mr. Stanton answered probably not.  There are liability risks that exist and it may be an uninsured 

risk.  That is probably the way it is going to go for events and public entities.  Everybody is running 

into that. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said we are all under the Governor’s Directives and there has been lots of 

discussion of whether municipalities should have to follow those or not, but there was a lawsuit 

filed in Clark County with the bars that was lost.  The Governor’s Directive stood.  That is all up 

to question right now.  The way she sees the directives written, we have liability.   

 

Councilman Stone thought we were under those directives because of accepting that CARES Act 

money.  That is what is making this happen. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge answered that and the Directive says that municipalities are in charge of 

enforcement.  We have in our Code that we approve special events and special event liquor.  The 

County doesn’t have a special event permit.  We, as a City, as a Chartered Subdivision of the State, 

have in our Code that we approve special events and special event liquor licenses.  That is the 

difference. 

 

Jeff Remington said last weekend they went to the Battle Mountain Car Show to see how they 

handled it.  Everything went really smooth there.  A lot of them said that car shows have been 

social distancing from the start.  Their event is totally outside without grandstands.  Another thing 

they have done is they have done everything they can to be COVID compliant.  It takes a long 
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time to prepare for an event like this.  They are trying to bring more to the community and do it 

safely.  The Convention Center will provide all the hand sanitizers for them.  This is the 10th annual 

event and it will be held on 9/11/2020 so they are doing a big tribute to 9/11 and the service 

providers.  They have a whole plan of what they want to do and how to do it safely.  Yerington 

had their show and they just went to the Evanston Wyoming show to see how it went there.  

Everything has gone smoothly at every show they have gone to.  As for preventing COVID, it is 

the same situation as going into Walmart.  They will go by the same guidelines.  They are totally 

outside except for the registration. 

 

Mayor Keener said that if you are going to have an event, he couldn’t think of a safer type of event 

to where it is outside the way that it is.  We need to put our heads together and find a way that we 

can make this event happen.  It’s important for the business community.  It’s important for the 

hoteliers and for the restaurants.  Everyone is feeling the pinch right now.  We need to get creative 

and see what we can come up with. 

 

Mr. Remington said he would appreciate Council doing whatever they can do to make this happen.  

They have put a lot of time and money into this and the community has too.  He is a UPS driver 

in Wendover and he has already seen two businesses close.  Today he heard of a third business 

closing.  Our community needs this.  If there is a way to get through it, he thinks they can bring a 

lot to the community.  We have had a lot of cases this summer.  He wants to make this something 

for the people to do and to get some more business to our community. 

 

Mayor Keener asked Stormy and Jeff Remington to explain what they had in mind regarding the 

liquor distribution. 

 

Ms. Remington answered they have the VFW come down and sells beer and pop and water.  They 

are a nonprofit.  This year they wanted to have La Fiesta come down and do draft beers and make 

micheladas and mixed drinks.  That was their only change, adding La Fiesta to it. 

 

Councilman Stone asked if what the VFW sells is all prepackaged and not open liquor. 

 

Ms. Remington answered it is all bottles and cans.   

 

Mr. Remington corrected that it is all cans and no bottles.  They did have draft beer last year and 

it went well.  If you look at their track record, he cannot think of any issues they have had of 

vandalism or fighting, or anything.  It is a safe family fun event and they haven’t had issues adding 

alcohol to the event. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked if they could grant this event, not issue a liquor license and turn 

around and allow a catering service to come in and sell liquor through their catering license.  

Whether it is La Fiesta or whoever.  They would have to have the liquor license to be able to do it. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said according to code, and especially because it is in the city park, we would be 

using La Fiesta’s license as they have now anyway.  The best she can offer is what City Code says 

and what Directive 027 says.  We can’t serve from a bar top.  She cannot go up to La Fiesta’s bar 

and ask for a margarita on the rocks with salt.  She would have to sit down at a table and they 

would have to come wait on her according to Directive 027.  It would depend.  You would have 
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to see how they are going to set it up.  Are they going to have a table set up where people walk up 

and order? 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked if they could have a waitress go over and serve it.  Can they go 

ahead and do that. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge answered yes.  According to Directive 027, as long as there is food available, as 

well. 

 

Councilman Stone noted that Las Brisas can still sell alcohol out of their truck.  The VFW couldn’t 

hand beer over a counter, they would have to have a table and take it out and be served by 

waitresses.  They would have to be selling food as well.  That wouldn’t work for the VFW.  They 

would need a caterer.  La Fiesta can do it under theirs. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein thought if they did it out of a storefront, they should be entitled to do it 

without applying for the liquor license. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge answered they would still have to apply for the special event liquor license. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked if they were to allow them to have somebody, a waiter or waitress, 

wait on people at social distancing tables, they can go ahead and sell the beverages with that. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge answered she believed so.  The way she read Directive 027, yes, if that is what 

they did.   

 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked Mr. Stanton if that was doable. 

 

Mr. Stanton answered that he was trying to pull up Directive 027 and was having a little bit of 

trouble accessing it.  His recollection was that it can’t be served at a bar top and you can’t sit at 

the bar.  If somebody is ordering food and sitting at a table, the drinks can be brought to them. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said that was her read of it too. 

 

Mr. Calder said that was a correct interpretation of Directive 027, which we are currently under 

right now, based on the State of Nevada’s Assessment Task Force.  They kept Elko County, unlike 

other counties, under Directive 027.  He knows people are talking about attending special events 

in other communities.  He can’t speak to how they are able to do those.  Regarding the alcohol 

issue and the bar tops, that is a correct interpretation.  His biggest issue he is seeing is under the 

park permit, how do you allow an event of up to 3,000 people under the Phase 2 mandate?  It’s 

pretty clear in the Directive that wouldn’t be allowable. 

 

Mr. Stanton emphasized that as he understands it, because of the language of the contract we signed 

with the State to receive CARES Act Funding, we are required to comply with these directives, 

whether we agree to them or not.  If we don’t comply with them, there are consequences.   

 

Councilman Stone asked what would the worst consequence be?  Give the money back?  And, can 

we? 
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Mr. Stanton answered that was his understanding. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said we have been told by the State that if municipalities choose not to comply, 

there is the potential of them sending in the Attorney General’s Investigators from the State.   

 

Chief Griego said the Mitigation Task Force is trying to look at the communities in the Red Zone 

and look at their plans.  If we are not making progress on the plan and mitigation factors, then we 

will be held to the current Directive 027 and we will never move up with the rest of the county.  

They are looking for us to be taking steps to hold those numbers down and the transmission.  If 

that task force views us having special events and big community gatherings and not complying 

with that plan, then the potential for future businesses to open will be hampered. 

 

Mayor Keener understood that it is a dilemma that we are faced with right now.   

 

Councilwoman Simons pointed out that Mr. McCarty wants us to take the opportunity to show the 

Governor that we can do things in a thoughtful way.  Her problem with that is the mere fact that 

we would allow an event would be viewed as irresponsible to our Governor.  We need to consider 

if we ever want our businesses to reopen we can’t allow this to move forward.  We need to get out 

of this Red Zone.  That is a bummer to all these events that want to go on but we want all of our 

businesses to open quickly. 

 

Councilman Stone asked what would it change in permitting from us if there is a really large 

parking lot on one side of town who would let them have their car show there.  Would we still 

have to give them some permitting? 

 

Ms. Wooldridge answered yes, even on private property.  They are allowing the public in so they 

will still need the Special Event Liquor.  If it was a private party on private property we wouldn’t 

have anything to do with that.  Code says serving the public liquor, we have to issue a liquor 

license. 

 

Councilman Stone said these other events will have the same thing.  If we wouldn’t have to worry 

about that… 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein said the other event at the Fairgrounds will fall under the County and we 

can authorize it. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said even though the County runs it we would still need to issue the Special Event 

permit. 

 

Councilwoman Simons said she didn’t know if this was feasible but what if you only had some 

mini events.  Maybe 10 cars over here and another 10 cars over here.  Maybe only allow a certain 

number of people to view them at certain times so that each individual event wouldn’t go over 50.  

She didn’t know if that was feasible and if they were just skirting the rules and it will still come 

down on the City.  Certainly, 3,000 people would draw the ire of the State. 

 

Mr. Stanton read the language of the Directive, in Section 10. 
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Councilman Hance thought this is going to be tough.  We talked about this with Assemblyman 

Ellison and the group with the fireworks and splitting up the entrances to the Fairgrounds by using 

all the different entrances.  It never penciled out.  The other big concern he has is that during the 

Stampede, although they were checking people going in the gate, once everyone was in the gate 

everybody was maskless and there was no enforcement of it.  He saw it personally because he was 

there for about 2 hours the first night.  The mask enforcement is going to be the tough part no 

matter what.  He has a hard time getting people to put one on to walk into his shop and ask them 

to leave if they don’t.  It will be hard with an event with 3,000 people or even 300 people to walk 

around and be the mask police in the process.  The liquor is going to have to be canned with nothing 

opened.  It’s going to have to be a straight hand across the counter.  The Health Department will 

go berserk on it.  There is no way to do it even if all the rules are followed and a waitress is bringing 

it out.  He felt there wasn’t enough space to make that workable even if we did. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he reached out to one of the organizers of the Silver State Stampede inquiring 

if there was any kind of spike after the event.  There doesn’t appear to be any kind of correlation 

in terms of new cases.  It just kind of ebbed and flowed after the dates of the event itself. 

 

Councilman Hance agreed.  It was just one of those things that if they are truly going to come 

down on us on the CARES, if we are supposed to enforce the rules and everything else, that’s a 

biggie.  It is hard to herd 3,000 cats when 2,000 of them don’t want to wear a mask, especially if 

they are outside.  That’s the hard part.  They think that if they are outside it doesn’t matter. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said the City has asked the County about the contact tracing.  We don’t have any 

idea about the contact tracing.  Chief Griego may have more information about where cases have 

spiked.  We, as the City and the public, have not been given that information.  So we asked the 

County and the Task Force to give us more information about that in making these decisions. 

 

Mayor Keener asked Chief Griego what the probably was of the County’s submitted plan, provided 

it gets submitted this week, the plan being approved at the Governor’s level to allow us to host an 

event like this. 

 

Chief Griego answered they will be looking at what we are doing to improve our situation.  Right 

now our testing, the way it’s set up, we are not able to test community wide.  We are testing people 

who are calling in on the hotline.  We are testing sick people.  The ratio of tested positive is going 

to remain high.  We can make plans to try to appease the Task Force.  When the State business 

group came through we were at 95% compliant with local businesses.  As long as we are abiding 

by the Governor’s directive and moving that way, we might be able to tip the scale a little bit away 

from our testing.  We are talking to them about the fact that we are never going to get out of that 

Red Zone for testing just because of the logistics.  We are not doing enough community wide tests 

to tip the scales there.  He thought our hope falls in with complying with the Governor’s directives, 

showing that we have some sort of enforcement plan to make sure we are doing our best to keep 

the numbers low.  Maybe that way we will be happy with our plan and allow us to move to the 

next level. 

 

Mr. Calder added, when you asked what the probability was, we could maybe have the Task Force 

approve an event of this magnitude.  The latest directive is Directive 030.  In section 2 it talks 

about restrictions that are being imposed by county and local municipalities.  They are welcome 

to exceed the standards imposed by the Emergency Directives but it states, “in no case shall any 
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local government restrictions or guidelines be more permissive than the provisions authorized by 

the directive.”  Since the directive sites Phase 2 being the minimum standard, that’s going to be 

the problem.  He didn’t think the Task Force will allow anything above the baseline of the Phase 

2 Reopening Plan. 

 

Mayor Keener asked the Remingtons how important is the timing on this.  He knew a tremendous 

amount of work has gone into this.  Is this something that can be pushed back a few weeks into 

October provided we get the blessing to have an event of this magnitude? 

 

Mr. Remington answered they already made the shirts and awards.  If we have to, he thought they 

could use them for next year.  The problem of moving the event into October is the weather.  You 

can’t count on the weather being good.  He didn’t think that would work. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if he understood what they were up against. 

 

Mr. Remington answered he did understand it.  He wished there was a way to work through this.  

Some other counties are able to do stuff and whatnot.  We have a higher population, of course.  

Even other states such as Utah, are playing football while our kids are sitting at home.  We are 

really restrictive here compared to other places for sure. 

 

Mayor Keener asked Mr. McCarty if he had any other thoughts.  He spoke passionately in support 

of this event, which we all support and would love to see it go forward.  Mayor Keener felt like 

our hands are tied. 

 

Mr. McCarty said he respected that the Council is looking at finding a solution.  Our lodging 

partners have been dramatically impacted.  Thankfully, not as drastic as it has been. It has been 

damaging to our lodging community.  He would like to see a solution.  It is very frustrating when 

the Governor has the power to shut us down.  He was hoping with this being an outdoor event and 

precautions being taken, that would allow for us to move forward.  He understands the restrictions 

in the directives.  He didn’t know if it was possible to reach out and say, “let us try to do something 

different.  Give us a waiver on this.”  He wants to see the community open up again responsibly.  

It is not responsible to disobey the Governor’s directives. 

 

Councilman Stone spoke about some out of the box thoughts.  What if you turn this into an event 

with all of these cars, a drive thru COVID testing free event.  Is there any reason, other than 

shutting it down, what if we talk to the tribe and put it up on the reservation?  Is there anything 

that would get us in trouble?     

 

Mayor Keener noted that is an independent sovereign nation.   

 

Councilman Stone stated he was talking out of the box.  There is a lot of ideas.  He wants to find 

a way for these guys.  The next events are going to be facing the same thing.  We are going to be 

in trouble. 

 

Mayor Keener said he wanted to hear from former Mayor Chris Johnson.  He was online and 

Mayor Keener wanted his thoughts. 
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Chris Johnson said he thought there are probably ways you can organize this.  He doesn’t know 

all the details since he has been working some other items.  There is an advantage with an event 

like this because it is outside.  He thought when you look at the directives, what really hit home 

for him with the directives is the 6 foot separation.  Any time you can have that type of scenario 

then that gives some advantage to the event. 

 

Mayor Keener said we need a solution but he didn’t think there was an answer to it.  We are just 

not able to find it in order to stay in compliance.  In order to fully open up our businesses we need 

to get out of the Red Zone.  At this point in time, having that scarlet letter on the forehead makes 

it really difficult to entertain things like this. 

 

Mr. Johnson said he got that.  There are definitely risks that the City would have to take.  You 

know they are going to get support from the state on it.  If he were an elected official right now he 

would be having a tough time.  He wouldn’t want to go sideways with the State but then you see 

other states allowing things like football.  He has heard of the officials shutting down those football 

games because of folks not wearing their masks.  We need that kind of support in order to have it.  

He would take a hard look at spreading people out.  If you can maintain that separation, he didn’t 

know if the crowd would comply, but they would you could possibly have that type of activity.  

The City would have to take some risks but he felt an outdoor event was relatively safe.  These 

types of events are big for the community.  As a member of the community, he would support the 

Council’s decision in either event.   

 

Mayor Keener thanked Mr. Johnson for his thoughts.  One thing to think about, do we want to 

consider having a special committee to look into this and call an emergency meeting for next week 

to reconvene at that time?  He was just grasping at straws to see if there is any practical way an 

event like this could happen. 

 

Mr. Calder said the only way he could see a possibility is if this gets addressed with the State Task 

Force on Thursday to find out if they would be willing to allow an event of this nature.  If they 

were to say, “Absolutely no way,” it’s not going to be able to happen.  This is the new Task Force 

under that Roadmap, the Road to Recovery, which is the Governor’s new plan.  There are some 

other consequences in here they haven’t really talked about, outside of having to give the CARES 

Act money back.  If were to get to a mitigation level 2, it would involve not only compliance with 

the Statewide Directives, but it would either be take action to address fraud based on data for State 

and local businesses, businesses licenses will be removed for targeted businesses, and a potential 

return to Phase 1 recommendations.  You could have a situation where if the numbers got bad 

enough in Elko County and City of Elko, under this new plan which everybody is still trying to 

get their arms around, you could see the community having to roll back to Phase 1 within the whole 

city or the whole county.  At least from our perspective at the City, from an economic standpoint, 

we understand the issues with special events, but we wouldn’t want to see a rollback to Phase 1 

for all of the businesses.  If that would happen right now, Phase 1 is effecting bars but it is not 

effecting anyone else right now.  That is a potential that is listed in this report.  He wasn’t sure 

how many of Council had actually read through that report but it is detailed and it states a potential 

return to Phase 1 could be a mitigation strategy.  The best we could do is get in on that phone call 

with the County on Thursday and propose something like this and say, “hey we have this special 

event request in the City of Elko with a potential of up to 3,000 people, what do you guys say?”  

If that State Task Force shuts it down there is no way forward. 
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Mayor Keener asked how many days does it take for posting for a special meeting.  Is it three 

days? 

 

Mr. Calder answered yes.  You would have the same requirement as for a regular meeting. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge added to what Mr. Calder said about the meeting with the County.  The County 

has to turn that plan in to this committee by Wednesday at 5:00pm.  That was what didn’t happen 

last week and they consider it late so they did not consider anything on the plan.  If we want this 

request on the plan, we probably need to get it to the County by tomorrow at 5:00pm and have 

their agreement to even put it on there. 

 

Mr. Remington said he knew this hadn’t been done yet but was there way to have a peaceful protest 

car show.  He thought that would go fine, as long as it is a political protest. 

 

Mayor Keener noted that political speech is protected. 

 

Councilman Stone asked when you are saying 3,000, that is total through the whole thing over 2 

days.  You are talking maybe 500 or 600 people max at a time, is that correct? 

 

Mr. Remington answered yes.  You have 300 entries and they come and go.  At the very busiest 

time there is maybe 500-600 people in the park.  We do say that number because we want people 

to know that this is a big car show, come to this car show.  We want to make it look like this is a 

great car show.  And it is.  People come in and out of that park through both days.  You have guys 

that work at the mines or different shifts, they come in and check out the cars for about a half hour 

to an hour.  You have people blowing through it the whole time. 

 

Councilman Stone thought they could put car show A behind the Convention Center, which isn’t 

actually City property.  Put car show B on the other side. 

 

Mayor Keener said they had a component of it last year to where there were cars downtown.  That 

spread people out as well.  He thought that was a great strategy.  Maybe we should float a trial 

balloon at that meeting on Thursday and say, “Hey, the community would really like to have this.  

We have volunteers that have put a lot of blood and sweat into the planning of it.  Is there a way 

that this can go forward?”  If they flat out tell you no, then we know the answer.  Maybe there is a 

way to make it work.  We can’t live in a bubble forever.  We have been in this thing for six months 

now with no end in sight.  It is his understanding that the original intent was to slow the spread so 

our medical infrastructure would not be stressed.  We have not seen any stressing at the local level.  

It is just really frustrating that we are being bound the way that we are. 

 

Mr. McCarty said he wanted to make sure the Council was aware that in the application that was 

approved this morning to the Convention Center, the Convention Center waived the standard fees 

that would have been applied to this event.  He wanted to make sure the Council knew this was 

not a revenue source for the Convention Center.   The fees for this were waiving knowing what 

the impact to the community would be.  He was trying to find an updated Red Zone on this listing 

for the White House.  The only thing he could find was posted last week that said nine states were 

all that was left on the Red Zone and the article indicated that Nevada was not one of those, 

however, it did not say specifically what those nine states were.  Perhaps on the Thursday call, 

maybe we can get an update on that.  It would be helpful to provide more information. 
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Mayor Keener thought of the 3,000 attendees, only about 600 would be from outside the area, is 

that correct? 

 

Mr. Remington answered he wasn’t sure if even 600 would be from outside the area.  Most of the 

people that come to look at the cars are from this area.  If we had 100 cars come or 150 cars come 

from outside the area, maybe 200 or 300 people are coming from out of the area.  That would be 

the contestants. 

 

Mayor Keener thought this might sound unconventional but we live in unconventional times.  

What if he were to charge an entry fee to get into the event, $5-$10, he thought that would curtail 

the number of people congregating and visiting the event.  It would limit it to the true enthusiasts.  

Is that something that would be an option? 

 

Councilwoman Simons said she felt like a schmuck saying this because she has been talking to her 

kids about how we need to obey the laws of the land but, she was wondering, worst case scenario, 

if we need to say there cannot be a registration or a bar, but if classic cars randomly come into 

Elko and people randomly go out to look at them.  We aren’t sanctioning anything.  We wouldn’t 

be authorizing a permit.  But sometimes classic cars come into town and sometimes people like to 

look at them.  There would not be any prizes or organization around it.  She was trying to think of 

something, anything. 

 

Mr. Calder said the one thing he can say was that the Task Force has an open mind and he thought 

they would be willing to consider different ideas in Elko County.  They will be subject to the same 

emergency directives and it will narrow down to, can you hold a special event of this size and keep 

your groups to 50 or less in an area when that means you have to have 10 different areas?  They 

will be looking at that.  If we can propose something where we can spread it out where it is not in 

one congregated area, we might have a shot.  That is about the best he could think of. 

 

Mr. Remington said the Convention Center did authorize them to use that big back parking lot.  

We have about seven guys that tell people where to park.  If we spread all those cars out in the 

park and then spread them out into the back parking lot to where there is plenty of room and plenty 

of space, that would be a really good plan.  He thought that would be the best plan.  That way we 

are moving these cars further apart and have more people be able to walk and spread out.   

 

Mr. Stanton said the limitation isn’t on the cars; it is on the gathering of people.  He thought that 

if we stand a chance with the State, we are going to have to convince them that somehow they are 

going to keep the gatherings of people to 50 or less, regardless of where the cars are.  He assumes 

the people will be around the cars.  Maybe by cordoning off areas and having a certain amount of 

separation between them and then monitoring the number of people that come into a specific area. 

 

Ms. Remington asked how much space do you need per 50 people. 

 

Mr. Stanton answered the directive does not say. 

 

Mr. Remington said at the show they never have 50 people all together unless it is the burnout 

contest and maybe when they do the louder pipe contest.  We are not going to do the burnout 

contest and they can take out the louder pipes.  Usually the cars will pull up and we put the mic in 

the exhaust with people gathered around to listen to the car.  The one with the loudest decibel level, 
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that would be the loudest pipe.  Last week in Battle Mountain, they kept their cars in their spots 

and the guy with the mic went to the car.  Everyone in the park stayed where they were.  That was 

their whole COVID plan.  He doesn’t need to have the loudest pipe or the burnout contest.  Most 

of the time people are just walking around looking at cars.  You will never get 50 people around 

one car.  They are spread out throughout the whole park.   

 

Mr. Stanton said we are talking about pitching a case to the State on Thursday.  Operationally, will 

they have some sort of a mechanism for keeping more than 50 people from gathering in a specific 

area?  Is there a way to do that? 

 

Mr. Remington said they can make that happen.  They would do that but they never have that many 

people all together.  If we knew the distance wise, it would be good.  Last year they had a video 

crew film over the car show and you could see how people were all spread out.  The only time 

people were congregated together was during the burnout contest and the loudest pipe. 

 

Mr. Stanton said let’s say for example, the people in the gathering are six feet apart.  Could you 

have a single gathering of people, 50 or less, that are six feet apart in the public area? 

 

Ms. Remington said she was thinking they could have the whole Convention Center parking lot 

and the park, we can put all of the Corvettes in one spot.  Then maybe there are 20 Corvettes and 

maybe all the Mustangs in one area.  She wasn’t sure how big the sections could be per 6 feet. 

 

Mr. Stanton asked how would you enforce this? 

 

Ms. Remington said they take the time and park to see where people will fit before all this this 

happens.  The volunteers that help them, they park everyone.   

 

Mr. Stanton asked how would you enforce the public gathering in groups of 50 or less.  How would 

you make sure the public didn’t gather in groups that had more than 50 people in specific areas? 

 

Mr. Remington answered they would have their people talk to them and make them spread out. 

 

Mayor Keener said he thought City Council members should volunteer to just attend the event and 

help with the compliance for not gathering. 

 

Mr. Stanton said just don’t talk to each other then. 

 

Mr. Remington said he would love to have them all there to help them make this happen. 

 

Councilman Stone asked similar to how you divide your cars out, take all the spacing you have in 

the park, all the spacing you have in the back of the Convention Center, divide that out into 

sections, have a person at each of those sections to where you can show that by mathematic square 

footage you are going to have less than 50 people in each one.  You could probably show lower 

numbers by showing the full square footage you will be using and dividing that out.  You would 

have a person in those sections to monitor.  If it is looking to be over 50, it may never get over 25 

if you divide those sections out because it is so big, you could present that to them. 
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Mayor Keener asked about the plan that needs to be presented to the State, that would be presented 

on Thursday, but when would be the deadline for submission. 

 

Mr. Calder said we would have to get something to the County right away because they have to 

have it to the State by tomorrow by 5:00 pm.  We already submitted some information on other 

issues with regard to the COVID-19.  We can put something together very rough conceptually 

about spreading the vehicles out, making sure each area has less than 50 people, how the car club 

will monitor that, how the car club will monitor mask compliance.  In all the events we have seen, 

whether it was City sponsored or sponsored by a non-profit, the mask compliance has not been 

adhered to whatsoever.  He assumes that is because the public just doesn’t want to do it.  He 

thought the mask compliance will be a problem but we will have to put that in the plan. 

 

Councilwoman Simons thought submitting this to the State is our only option.  If we get shut down 

then that is where the buck stops. 

 

Mayor Keener agreed.  His thoughts are to direct the Remington’s group to communicate with Mr. 

Calder, preferably this evening.  He asked Mr. Calder if he would be available if they were to call 

him right now. 

 

Mr. Calder answered yes, he would be available.  He thought he had the general concept.  He could 

draft something up and email it to them for revisions.  If one of them could be on standby this 

evening, he could send them an email in the next half hour or so.  He can submit it to the County 

once he gets it back. 

 

Mayor Keener apologized that Council couldn’t have good news for them this evening but know 

that if it is possible to pull this off, we will find some way to do it.  The right thing to do right now 

would be to table this item.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Schmidtlein, 

to table this item.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

C. Review, consideration, and possible approval of the Elko County “no-fair” special 

event permit and special event liquor license, and matters related thereto. FOR 

POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

The Elko County Fair Board is requesting a special event liquor license for the “no 

fair event” to be held September 4–7th at the Elko County Fairground. At the time 

of application, Elko County remains in the “red zone” regarding COVID-19 and is 

under Governor’s directive 027 prohibiting bars that do not serve food to be open 

and prohibiting bar tops to be open. The “no fair” plans to have a food truck and 

bar service at the Cowboy bar. KW 

 

Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk, explained this is similar to the last event.  She was contacted by 

Stockmens and they would be doing the liquor and food.  A food truck was discussed but the food 

truck would only be serving food and the Cowboy Bar would be serving drinks like they always 

do.  She saw Giovanni Puccinelli online and thought he would like to talk about their plans.  They 

would be doing livestock events and ranch hand type rodeos. 
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Giovanni Puccinelli, Elko County Fair Board, 544 Skyline Drive, Elko, said he felt sorry for the 

decisions that Council has to make right now.  The hardest one he had to make himself was when 

they canceled the 100 Anniversary of the Fair.  They ended up postponing it.  That had to do with 

the State and their gaming license.  They are trying to put on a little event.  It will not be big.  What 

really attracts the crowd is the horseracing.  That is where they make their money.  They are trying 

to put on a little event, have the Cowboy Bar, and give the 4H kids a chance to sell their beef.  

With the crowds, he doesn’t believe they will be as big as they are or have been.  If they get 100-

150 people in the stands for the riding contest he would be impressed.  There will be more 

participants than people watching.  They are not charging for the event.  The livestock show, 

anyone going in there, they will check their temperature.  For the branding contest, and they will 

have 3 or 4 events, they will close up the gate.  They will take temperatures of everyone going in 

and ask for masks to come in.  As you all know, once they go in there, it is hard to be controlling 

their masks.  Most people will take the darn things off even though they are wearing it as they 

come in.  That will be a tough one to police.  They have a lot of restrooms around there.  They will 

try to get some hand wash/sanitizing stations.  They will definitely get more port-a-potties in there.  

They will have people cleaning on an hourly basis to keep them as clean as possible.  As for the 

bar, a few details were missed.   Knowing what the restrictions are on a bar in town, they will put 

some tables out away from the bar and have servers and bartenders.  He thought that was the only 

way they can do it.  The area will be roped off.  He doesn’t think it will be busy.  One bartender 

that will be working it has worked the Stampede and knows what the requirements are for it.  They 

will clean the bar on a regular basis.  There is a hand sink behind it.  There will be hand sanitizer 

for the bartenders and they will be wearing masks and they will all have gloves on.   

 

Mayor Keener said they will probably need to see more of a detailed plan, like we were talking 

about for the Rides and Rods Event.  Mr. Calder will be tied up working on their plan.  Is that 

something that he could forward to Mr. Calder.  There wasn’t anything in the agenda packet other 

than the application.  If he could put together a detailed plan, something that will be vetted by the 

group that meets at the State level on Thursday.  Maybe there will be a shot.  It seems like it will 

be a much smaller event.  He thought there will be a high likelihood of approval on this. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli said the bar is the bar.  There will be drinks out of it.  They could probably just do 

straight beer but he won’t lie.  The bar is not allowed.  They aren’t charging admittance so they 

won’t be making any money on this.  If the liquor license isn’t granted he will be disappointed but 

he respects their decision because he understands what they are going through.  As for the 

grandstands, they can probably put something together.  He doesn’t think it will be hard to separate 

people in the grandstands.  It sits roughly 2,000 people in the grandstands.  We can keep reminding 

them.  If you need something, he would try to put it together today or get it to them first thing in 

the morning. 

 

Mayor Keener asked as far as beverages go, has he thought about utilizing Las Brisas because they 

have a liquor license. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli answered as part of the bar itself, they were going to have food trucks sitting right 

next to it.  They will have two to give people a variety.  If the liquor license did get rejected, our 

next step was to talk to Las Brisas and give them an option there.  He respects their decision either 

way. 
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Mayor Keener thought their hands were tied.  We need to treat this the same as we did the previous 

item and that is to table it pending review from that panel on Thursday. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli said he could accept that.   

 

Councilman Hance thought they could do a baseball stadium style by having people walking the 

grandstands with a thing and then you are serving it.  That and a bag of chips and you are covered. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli stated he would be good at that because he talks a lot. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli said he would go in really early and get the information to Mr. Calder first thing in 

the morning. 

 

Dave Stanton, City Attorney, said it looks to him that the event is to be held on September 4-7.  

That will take place before the next City Council Meeting unless a special meeting is held.  If we 

are going to table it, it just wanted to point it out that if it was going to be tabled until the next 

regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council, there wouldn’t be much point to it.  It might have 

to be put on an agenda as a new item. 

 

Councilman Hance thought they would hold a special meeting. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he had been thinking all along that the organizers need to know stat if they 

can do it or not.  A special meeting would be in order. 

 

Mr. Puccinelli said he could do what they need him to do.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

table this item. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

D. Review, consideration, and possible approval of the 2020 Gold Rush Challenge 

Bull Riding special event permit and special event liquor license, and matters 

related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Benavides Bucking Bulls, LLC is requesting a special event liquor license for the 

Bull Riding Event to be held September 12h at the Elko County Fairground.  At the 

time of application Elko County remains in the “red zone” regarding COVID-19 

and is under Governor’s directive 027 prohibiting bars that do not serve food to be 

open and prohibiting bar tops to be open. The event plans to have Stockmen’s Hotel 

and Casino operating food and beverage. KW 

 

Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk, explained this is the same as the last one.  She did received from 

Mr. Benavides today, a bit more details about their mitigation plan that she can pass along (Exhibit 

“B”).  Mr. Benavides was online to answer questions as well. 
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Efram Benavides announced himself online.  He submitted a plan to Ms. Wooldridge this morning 

through email.  The community is very important and will always be put first.  They put together 

what they think is a detailed plan about how they can host this event and make it fun and safe for 

everybody.  They are well aware of everything going on and have taken all of that into 

consideration.  They plan on having one way in and one way out with temperature screenings 

before they even purchase tickets.  They will have masks available.  They don’t think this event 

will be as big as the Stampede.  This is their first year.  It is not a rodeo, it is more of just a bull 

riding competition.  They might have maybe 50 to 100 people from out of town coming.  They 

would like the crowd in a good year to be large but with everything going on they don’t expect a 

large crowd.  They put together a plan.  They have the Sheriff and the Posse coming.  The 

announcer has been asked to constantly remind everyone to sanitize and social distance and do all 

that they can.  They can’t force anyone to do anything but they will do the best that they can. 

 

Mayor Keener thanked Mr. Benavides for his presentation on that.  Not wanting to be accused of 

playing any favorites even though this is a smaller sized gathering, we need to treat all of these in 

the same manner by submitting them to that board.  You have your guidelines and mitigation plan 

that you forwarded to the City Clerk.  That can be included in the meeting with the State officials 

on Thursday.  Hopefully we will be able to persuade some folks that we can do it safely and be 

able to look at having that event.  He would like to see the event go forward. 

 

Mr. Benavides thanked the Mayor and stated they have been working hard on this.  They are trying 

to do the best that they can.  They have a lot of people excited about the event in the community.  

He hopes for the best. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilman Stone, to table 

agenda item IV.D. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

V. 5:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. Review of bids received and subsequent public auction for the sale of 

approximately 3,073 square feet of City owned property located generally northeast 

of the intersection of Sewell Drive and Sage Street, referred to as APN 001-013-

018, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

On July 28, 2020, City Council approved Resolution No. 14-20, which set forth the 

conditions of the public auction for the sale of City owned land. The minimum sale 

price must be $14,500.00 payable in cash or cashier’s check at close of sale, which 

shall be within sixty (60) days of acceptance by the City Council of the highest bid. 

A copy of Resolution No. 14-20 has been enclosed in the agenda packet for review. 

CL 

 

Cathy Laughlin, City Planner, thought Ms. Wooldridge had some bids for this item and gave them 

to Mayor Keener. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he had an envelope addressed to Elko City Council, received 8/25/2020 1:05 

pm, and it’s got Ms. Wooldridge’s initials.  He asked if he should open it. 
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Ms. Laughlin answered yes. 

 

Mayor Keener opened the envelope.  He read the paper inside (Exhibit “C”).  “Bid for property.  

Date: August 25, 2020.  From Sue Smales and Butch Smales Family Trust, 1400 Sewell Drive, 

Elko.  Official Bid for Property Parcel APN: 001-013-018, in the amount of $14,500.  And this 

appears to be the only bid that was received.  He asked if there was anyone that was interested in 

this item.  There was no response to the request. 

 

Patty Smales, Smales Trust, announced herself online. 

 

Mayor Keener said she was the sole bidder unless someone else chimes in.  He offered to give 

them a few more moments to make a verbal bid for the property.  After waiting 30 seconds for a 

response he congratulated Ms. Smales for being the successful bidder.  He looks forward to seeing 

the property developed. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

accept the bid in the amount of $14,500 from the Smales Family Trust.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

B. Review of bids received and subsequent public auction for the lease of 

approximately 8.69 acres of City owned property located generally north of West 

Idaho Street, referred to as APN 006-09G-027, and matters related thereto. FOR 

POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

On July 28, 2020, City Council approved Resolution No. 15-20, which set forth the 

conditions of the public auction for the lease of City owned land. The minimum 

annual market rent must be $19,000.00. A copy of Resolution No. 15-20 has been 

enclosed in the agenda packet for review. CL 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein recused himself from the discussion due to a conflict. 

 

Mayor Keener noted he had only one envelope. 

 

Cathy Laughlin, City Planner, said just like the last item, all bids would have been required to be 

received by the City Clerk by 5:30 pm today.  If you have just the one bid, then that would be all 

that we have. 

 

Councilman Hance noted that we still open it up for oral bids. 

 

Mayor Keener stated the envelope was received on 8/25/2020 at 3:05 pm, initialed by Debbie 

Henseler of the Clerk’s Office. The letter inside was from ESM2, LLC (Exhibit “D”).  They have 

a bid for the aforementioned APN.  ESM2, LLC offers an annual bid of $19,000 for a period of 

ten (10) years, subject to renewal for an additional five (5) years for the above referenced property.  

Respectfully submitted, Pamela Lattin.  He asked if anyone else would like to bid on this agenda 

item for the lease of approximately 8.69 acres of City owned property, located generally north of 

West Idaho Street.  After a short wait he noted there weren’t any takers on that.  It appeared that 

the incumbent tenant would be able to maintain their lease on this. 
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** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Hance, to accept 

the bid of $19,000 annually, subject to compliance to Resolution No. 15-20. 

 

The motion passed.  (4-0 Councilman Schmidtlein abstained.) 

 

C. Review, consideration, and possible adoption of Resolution No. 17-20, a resolution 

of the Elko City Council, amending the Elko City Master Plan,  specifically 

amending: 1) the Proposed Future Land Use Plan Atlas Map 8 on six parcels of 

land located on S. 5th Street generally between Carlin Court and S. 9th Street; 2) the 

Land Use Section to add RO (Residential Office) as a corresponding zoning under 

the Downtown Mixed-Use land use designation; and 3) the Proposed Future Land 

Use Plan Atlas Map 8 on one parcel located at the western terminus of Rocky Road, 

filed as Elko City Master Plan Amendment No. 2-20, and matters related thereto.  

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

On August 4, 2020, the Planning Commission adopted its Resolution No. 2-20 to 

amend the Proposed Future Land Use Plan Atlas Map 8 and the RO (Residential 

Office) Land Use Section of the current Elko City Master Plan as outlined above. 

An amendment of this type requires positive action by both the Planning 

Commission and the City Council. If the City Council suggests any changes to the 

Master Plan amendment as adopted by the Planning Commission, the Master Plan 

must first go back to the Planning Commission for review and approval. MR 

 

Cathy Laughlin, City Planner, explained a copy of the Planning Commission Resolution was 

included in the packet.  This is mostly a lot of cleaning house.  This amendment was started as the 

proposed sales of the 15+ acres to the VA.  That property was not in the Master Plan for Public 

Use.  Also, some property on the south side of town had not been designated for commercial use.  

This will clean up those two areas. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilman Stone, to adopt 

Resolution No. 17-20.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

G. Review, consideration, and possible action to conditionally approve Tentative Map 

No. 5-20, filed by BDSA, LLC, for the development of a subdivision entitled Tower 

Hill Unit 4, involving the proposed division of approximately 8.601 acres of 

property into 5 lots for residential development within the R1 (Single-Family 

Residential) Zoning District, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION 
 

The subject property is located northeast of Lamoille Highway and south of Stitzel 

Road (APN 001-929-125). The Planning Commission considered this item on 

August 4, 2020, and took action to forward a recommendation to conditionally 

approve Tentative Map 5-20. MR 
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Ms. Laughlin explained this is for Phase 4 and a continuation of Mr. MacRitchie’s Tower Hill 

Subdivision.  The map is in order and everything is ready to go on the City’s part. 

 

Scott MacRitchie said they were all good. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Schmidtlein, to 

conditionally approve Tentative Map No. 5-20 for the Tower Hill Unit 4 Subdivision, subject 

to the findings and conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission.  City Council 

determines that the property can be divided based on the findings required in Section 3-3-

5E2 of the Municipal Code. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

D. Review, consideration, and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 18-20, a 

resolution of the Elko City Council, adopting a change in zoning district boundaries 

from AG (General Agriculture) to PQP (Public, Quasi-Public) Zoning District, 

approximately 38.09 acres of property, filed by City of Elko, and processed as 

Rezone No. 2-20, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

The Planning Commission considered the Subject Zone Change Request on August 

4, 2020, and took action to forward a recommendation to City Council to adopt a 

resolution, which approves Rezone No. 2-20. CL 

 

Ms. Laughlin explained the zone change request. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

**  A motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilman Schmidtlein, to 

adopt Resolution No. 18-20. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

E. Review, consideration, and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 19-20, a 

resolution and order vacating a portion of Fir Street Right-of-Way, consisting of an 

area approximately 1,500 sq. ft. abutting APN’s 001-096-010 through 001-096-

015, which is located within the City of Elko, Nevada, to the abutting property 

owner Real Estate Pro, LLC., filed and processed as Vacation No. 2-20, and matters 

related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Council accepted the petition to vacate this Right-of-Way at its regular meeting of 

July 14, 2020, and directed Staff to continue with the vacation process by referring 

the matter to the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission considered the 

vacation at its regular meeting of August 4, 2020, and took action to forward a 

recommendation to Council to adopt a resolution, which conditionally approves 

Vacation No. 2-20 with findings in support of its recommendation. CL 

 

Cathy Laughlin, City Planner, explained the vacation request.  She recommended conditional 

approval. 
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Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Hance, to adopt 

Resolution No. 19-20, which contains conditions as recommended by the Planning 

Commission.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

F. Public hearing pursuant to NRS 268.059(1)(a) regarding the appraised fair market 

value and possible sale of approximately 2,800 sq. ft. of City-owned property 

located generally west of the terminus of Front Street and south of 5th Street, 

designated as a portion of APN 001-01R-001. Discussion and possible motion 

determining that the fair market value of the property is $22,500 in accordance with 

the appraisal of Jason Buckholz of CRBE, Inc., appraiser, and matters related 

thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

City Council approved a petition to sell 2,800 sq. ft. to Safelink Internet LLC. at 

their April 28, 2020 meeting and directed Staff to proceed with the statutory process 

for selling the parcel pursuant to NRS 268.063. The company has since created a 

new LLC., Anthem Broadband of Nevada, LLC. Anthem Broadband now seeks to 

purchase the same property for the purpose of constructing a communications 

building as part of its plan to provide high-speed Internet to businesses and residents 

of the City. The City Council will consider the sale of this property to Anthem 

Broadband pursuant to the economic development exception later in this meeting.  

However, prior to invoking that exception, pursuant to NRS 268.059 and 268.063 

the City Council must first hold a public hearing on the matter of the appraised fair 

market value of the real property.  CL 

 

Councilwoman Simons had some technical difficulties beginning at 6:10 pm. 

 

Ms. Laughlin explained with the initiation of the zone amendment heard earlier in the evening, 

this is the same parcel.  It is not quite yet created as a parcel since we are in the process of creating 

a parcel map.  She recommended approval. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

accept the appraised fair market value as determined at the public hearing and adopt 

Resolution No. 20-20. 

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (4-0 Councilwoman Simons was absent.) 
 

III. RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES (Cont.) 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible adoption of Resolution No. 21-20, a resolution 

of the Elko City Council finding it is in the best interests of the public of the City 

of Elko to sell a + 2,800 sq. ft. portion of APN 001-01R-001 to Anthem Broadband -
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of Nevada LLC for the purposes of economic development pursuant to NRS 

268.063, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

On April 28, 2020, the City Council approved a petition to sell approximately 2,800 

sq. ft. of vacant property to Safelink Internet LLC for the construction of a 

communications building, subject to an appraisal. Since that meeting, Safelink 

Internet LLC has formed a new limited-liability company called “Anthem 

Broadband of Nevada LLC,” with the desire to construct the communications 

building and use the site in providing high-speed Internet to businesses and 

residents of the City. The appraisal, in the amount of $22,500.00, was accepted 

during the Public Hearings portion of this meeting. The adoption of Resolution 21-

20 permits the sale of the property to Anthem Broadband of Nevada LLC for 

economic development purposes without offering the property to the public. CL 

 

Ms. Laughlin explained we are fortunate the NRS allows us to sell property for economic purposes.  

This resolution defines that.   

 

Mayor Keener stated he was onboard with this and is pleased to see the progress on this.  He called 

for public comment without a response. 

 

Councilwoman Simons rejoined the meeting at 6:17 pm. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Schmidtlein, to 

adopt Resolution No. 21-20.   

The motion passed.  (4-0 Councilwoman Simons abstained.) 

 

VI. REPORTS 

 

A. Mayor and City Council 

Mayor Keener reported he had a meeting with Senator Cortez-Masto along 

with Curtis Calder and Delmo Andreozzi and Jon Karr on Monday.  He talked 

about concerns and issues effecting us here, most notably the hostile legislation 

that is the resolutions that have been forwarded in the emergency session of the 

Nevada Legislature. Senator Cortez-Masto has offered to put together a 

delegation of legislators from the south to make a trip up to the mines to visit.  

B. City Manager 

Curtis Calder stated Jan Baum will give an update on the CARES Act 

Funding.  He also reported on the flood litigation settlement. 

C. Assistant City Manager 

D. Utilities Director 

Dale Johnson reported on the testing of the WRF water for the COVID-19 

virus.  The numbers are down but he didn’t have the report in front of him.  He 

hopes they continue to go down. 

E. Public Works 

F. Airport Manager 

G. City Attorney 

H. Fire Chief 

I. Police Chief 
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J. City Clerk 

Kelly Wooldridge reported she finished the room taxes for July and we were 

up 5% from last year.  The hotels are pretty full and people are traveling. 

K. City Planner 

Mayor Keener said it was his understanding that there was a resignation 

from the Planning Commission. 

Cathy Laughlin confirmed that was the case and she will be bringing that 

to Council on September 8 to authorize them to go out to fill that vacancy and 

accept the resignation. 

L. Development Manager 

M. Financial Services Director 

Jan Baum reported she has been working on the CARES Act funding and as 

of now we haven’t expended any funds that would out of line, just in case they 

decide to send the money back.  She prepared the July report for the State and 

also the March through June report.  As of now, she has emailed the County 

regarding the grant program and they have not rolled that out yet.  It should be 

rolled out at the end of the month. 

Mayor Keener asked that the board be CC’d on the reports to the State so 

they could take a look at it. 

Councilman Stone asked if any of the sick leave will be given back to the 

employees. 

Ms. Baum said it was their intention to reimburse that to the employees.  

When the expenditure is approved by the State, that is what they intend to do. 

Mayor Keener noted that in the budget transfers, there were quite a bit of 

them that consisted of PERS.  Did the PERS costs come in higher than 

anticipated? 

Ms. Baum answered no.  A lot of the PERS was a credit that we were taking 

away from the PERS.  They took budget away from the PERS and gave it to an 

expenditure. 

N. Parks and Recreation Director 

James Wiley gave an update on the youth sports activities.  Youth sports are 

currently on hold in a practice only state and awaiting further guidelines from 

LEAP (Local Empowerment Advisory Panel) as to whether they will begin to 

entertain a competitive aspect. 

Mayor Keener asked if there have been inquiries regarding the Golf Course 

Concessionaire contract. 

Mr. Wiley answered an individual submitted some questions to us regarding 

some details about operations and financial status.  We are in the process of 

answering those and getting the answers posted. 

Kelly Wooldridge said she has had two individuals contact her for 

information. 

Mr. Wiley said the Golf Irrigation Pond project will begin September 8.  We 

may have started draining the ponds a bit earlier than anticipated.  They were 

drained this weekend.  The WRF was on site tying in the bypass water so they 

can continue to water the golf course. 

O. Civil Engineer  

P. Building Official 
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COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. Comments may be made through 

GoToMeeting.com, or by calling (775) 777-0590, or email comments to: 

cityclerk@elkocitynv.gov.  ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

Stormy Remington said this weekend is the Jackpot Car Show.  Last year she went and they had 

over 200 cars and they were in the park across the street from Cactus Pete’s.  That park is smaller 

than our park area.  They have a lot of cars that come from Idaho and here.  She looked at their 

website and the event has not been canceled.  

  

There being no further business, Mayor Reece Keener adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________          ______________________________ 

Mayor Reece Keener                                       Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 
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City of Elko 
FY 2019/2020 Final Budget Transfers 

Account Number Description Debit Credit 
BJE#2 Budget Transfers -
001 -10-00-420-01 Manaqer Benefits - Group Health Insurance 3,000.00 
001-10-00-434-23 Manager - Technical Other consulting Services 3,000.00 
001 -11-00-410-10 Clerk Salaries 1,000.00 
001-11-00-610-19 Clerk - Technical Election Services 1,000.00 
001-15-00-420-01 Central Services Benefits - Group Health Insurance 5,000.00 
001-15-00-520-02 Central Services General Liability Insurance 5 ,000.00 
001-25-22-420-30 ARFF Fire Station Benefits PERS 25,000.00 
001-25-22.443-10 ARFF Fire Station Maintenenace Contracts 25,000.00 
001-25-24.420-10 Downtown Fire Station - Social Security 1,000.00 
001-25-24.610-36 Downtown Fire Station General Supplies Protection 1,000.00 
001-32-00-410-10 Engineering - Full Time Salaries 1,000.00 
001-32-00-420-20 Engineering - PERS 1,000.00 
001-32-00. 580-04 Engineering - Training 2,000.00 
001-36-00-420-60 Community Development - WC 1,000.00 
001-36-00-434-23 Community Development - Other Consultinq Fees 1,000.00 
001-5100-410-90 Pool Salaries Part Time 15,000.00 
001-51 00-620-01 Pool S & S - Natural Gas 15,000.00 

Total General Fund 53,000.00 53,000.00 

501 -70-10-420-20 Water Administration Benefits - PER 5,000.00 
501-70-10-600-18 Water Administration - Software Licensing 40,000.00 
501 -70-30-410-10 Water Operations Salaries 12,000.00 
501-70-30-443-03 Water Operations Outside Repairs 80,000.00 
501-70-31 -441-03 Water Wells Pumping Charges 7,000.00 
501-70-90-900-95 Miscellaneous Depreciation Expense 15,000.00 
501-70-90.990-01 Water Ending Fund Balance 15,000.00 

Total Water Fund 87,000.00 87,000.00 

502-71-10-443-10 Sewer Administration Maintenance Contracts 25,000.00 
502-71-30-610-05 Sewer Operations Materials & Repairs 30,000.00 
502-71-40-610-08 Sewer WRF General Supplies Chemicals 55,000.00 
502-71-30-443-03 Maintenance & Repair Outside Repairs 15,000.00 
502-71-10-410-10 Salaries/ Wages Full Time Salaries 5,000.00 
502-71-10-420-01 Employee Benefits Group Health Insurance 3,500.00 
502-71-10-610-01 General Supplies Office Supplies 6,500.00 
502-71-40-410-10 Salaries/ Wages Full Time Salaries 12,000.00 
502-71-40-420-01 Employee Benefits Group Health Insurance 8,000.00 
502-71-41-410-90 Salaries/ Wages Part Time Salaries 10,000.00 
502-71-41-434-15 Technical Lab Services 25,000.00 
502-71-90-900-95 Miscellaneous Depreciation 85,000.00 

Total Sewer Fund 140,000.00 140,000.00 

504-34-30-410-10 Airport Operations - Salaries 2,000.00 
504-34-30-434-02 Airport Operations - Technical Brokerage Fees 2,000.00 

Total Airport Fund 2,000.00 2,000.00 

Total Transfers 282,000.00 282,000.00 
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Gold Rush Challenge 

September 12th, 2020 

Covid-19 Guidelines 

& 

Mitigation Plan 
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August 24, 2020 

To whom it may concern, 

The 2020 Gold Rush Challenge team has taken countless hours to plan a successful event. Most 
importantly, we have taken the time to make it a safe, sanitary, and fun environment. We 
understand that extra precautions must be put into effect and we plan to strictly enforce them. As 
a team, we plan to do everything in our power to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The 
health of our community and visitors is very important to us and will be put first. 

Requirements for event will include: 

*Everyone will pass temperature screening prior to purchasing tickets. 

*Entrance/exits will be only one way in one way out 

*Individuals who do not have a mask will be given one to wear during the event (under age 9 
excluded) 

*Sanitizing stations will be set up at the entrance and throughout the facility 

* Always social distance and please remain 6 ft apart from people not in the same household 

*Encourage attendees to wash hands frequently and use hand sanitizer 

*Portable bleachers (extra 900 seats) will be set up to allow for more social distancing 

* All bleachers will be taped off in max 50 person sections ( every other row taped off, alternating 
per section) 











DATE: August 25, 2020 

TO: ELKO CITY COUNCIL 

ELKO, NV 89801 

FROM: SUESMALES 

BID FOR PROPERTY 

BUTCH SMALES FAMILY TRUST 

1400 SEWELL DRIVE 

ELKO, NV 89801 

775-738-6278 

RE: BID 

Official Bid for Property Parcel A.P.N. 001013018 ln the amount of $14,500. 

If you have any questions, please contact Patty at above number. 

Thank you. 
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August 25, 2020 

Elko City Clerk 
Elko City Hall 
Elko, NV 89801 

Re: Resolution No. 15-20 · 
APN 006-09G-027 

ESM2, LLC 
3250 Sundance Drive 

Elko, NV 89801 
775.934.1934 

Lease of City Property, West Idaho Street, Elko County, NV 

ESM 2, LLC offers an annual bid of $19,000 for a period often (10) years, subject 
to renewal for an additional five (5) years for the above referenced property. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ 1 -.,. ,:f' / I L..-··· ~'----
~~-C--t ca 

Pamela Lattin 
Managing Member 
ESM2, LLC 
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ESM 2, LLC 
3250 Sundance Drive 
Elko, NV 89801 

Elko City Clerk 
Elko City Hali 
Elko, NV 89801 

·a 
(1f -1fr~p{} ,..;> 

~,, y •'(7:7 ~ 
'?-~ 




